Treatment outcomes for patients with synovial sarcoma of the head and neck.
Evaluation of: Harb WJ, Luna MA, Patel SR, Ballo MT, Roberts DB, Sturgis EM. Survival in patients with synovial sarcoma of the head and neck: association with tumor location, size, and extension. Head Neck 29, 731-740 (2007). Synovial sarcoma of the head and neck occurs most commonly in males in their third decade of life. Synovial sarcoma of the head is rare, accounting for less than 10% of all head and neck sarcomas. Due to its rarity, there are very few publications on the treatment approach for these tumors. However, it is uniformly accepted that all head and neck synovial sarcomas should undergo complete surgical resection followed by postoperative radiation therapy in those at high risk for locoregional recurrence. In terms of chemotherapy, there are also emerging data on its effectiveness in the treatment of synovial sarcoma of the head and neck. The paper under evaluation reports a single institution's 36-year experience on the treatment of synovial sarcoma of the head and neck. This paper highlights the importance of a multidisciplinary approach in the treatment of this disease.